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Coming Soon to Salem Elementary…………Positive Behavior Support (PBS) 

 
 

     PBS is a national program which has been created to build a positive learning environment within schools.  This 
program focuses on character traits and positive rewards to teach and build better choices for students.  It is our job and 
responsibility to teach and model for each student in our building positive responses and actions to mistakes and poor 
choices.  There are many schools in WCPSS who have been a PBS school for years.  Now, we are excited to implement 
PBS at Salem.  Our staff feels so strongly about PBS, we have made this our school goal in our School Improvement 
Plan.  PBS will be used in every area of our building and campus, including classrooms, cafeteria, hallways, playgrounds 
and special areas.   
 
     Behavior, whether good or bad, can occur for many different reasons:  disrespect, avoidance of failure, poor choices, 
mistakes, bad moods, “getting up on the wrong side of the bed”, etc.  A team of Salem representatives are in the process 
of being trained and are working hard to introduce our entire school to PBS starting in January.  The committee is co-
chaired by Liz Gibbs and Katie Carroll.  Grade level representatives are Sue Crabtree (K), Jamie Gray (1st), Rebecca 
Schaper (2nd), Suzanne Miller (3rd), Katrina Ray (4th), Robyn Lillis (5th) and Kristen Roberts (Special Programs). 
    
     The school will use common vocabulary and consistent discipline when offenses occur.  The entire school will use an 
acronym called SPOT.  (We named our Salamander – SPOT).  We will use words like; “I am spotting you making good 
choices, SPOT on!, etc.).  
 

Show respect * Practice self-control * Own your actions * Think safe 
 
     Every child will have a folder with the acronym SPOT on the front to help remind them to make good choices.  
Children and classes will earn “spots” for positive choices and earn rewards for getting so many “spots”.  The main idea 
is for consistency through out the building and classrooms. 
      
     There will be a school wide referral form based on minor and major offenses. Minor and major offenses have been 
identified.  Reminder:  a minor offense is always a minor offense no matter how many times it happens.  In other words: 
so many minors do not turn into a major.  There will need to be a discussion by the teacher on how many times this has 
occurred. I have included a copy of the referral form we will be using starting in January (page 8).  
     This is a process and we are working on the first implementation of PBS.  Once again, our goal for implementing 
PBS is to create a more positive environment, in all areas in the school, so learning and teaching will occur.  Discipline 
will be more consistent, positive and parents will have better communication.   
 
     As always, thank you for your continued and constant support in educating all children in Salem Elementary.     
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Counselor’s Corner 

  
 
~If you are a fifth grade parent and interested in magnet school options, you may contact Mrs. 
Carroll for more information.  There are also magnet program flyers in the front office. 
 
~Thanks to all families who helped with the Holiday Hugs this year! We had an outstanding 
response! 
 
~ Please don’t forget to send in a 4x6 picture or smaller of your child if he/she is nominated to 
represent his/her class for the monthly character trait. 
 
~The character trait for December is Kindness.  Encourage your child to show at least one 
random act of kindness each day! 
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ADMINISTRATIVE NEWS 



 

 

PTA NEWS 

 

The Holiday Season is here!!  I hope all our Salem families had a great 
Thanksgiving break.  With the busy holiday season now upon us, please remember that our 
students still need us at school and at home. Our teachers are also busy preparing for the 
holiday season.  I am sure they welcome any efforts to help them to continue to provide 
quality instruction. Please keep in touch with your child’s teacher to see what you can do to 
help during these last few weeks before the holiday break! 
 
Beauty is…families, teachers and staff coming together to celebrate our students’ 
accomplishments in the arts!!  This year our Reflections reception was held at the Halle 
Cultural Arts Center in downtown Apex.  Thank you to Chelsea Wood for the many hours 
she devoted to making this reception special for all of our Reflections participants.  We had a 
wonderful turnout!!! 
 
I would like to thank everyone for supporting this year’s book fair; it was a huge success! I 
hope everyone was able to attend our Family Night festivities. The magician act was enjoyed 
by all!!  A very special and heartfelt thank you goes to Cathy Ketterer, our Book Fair Chair, 
for her hard work and dedication to this event. This event could not have been such a success 
without her!  She really worked hard to make this event special!  I would also like to thank 
all the volunteers that came and worked during book fair week.  This fundraiser takes the 
cooperation of many people over what seems like countless hours. 
 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Fall Harvest Food Drive.  We had a great 
response!  A huge thank you goes to Cheryl Boss and her volunteers for their hard work 
coordinating this event. Without their enthusiasm, many needy families would not have been 
touched by the generosity of the families at Salem Elementary. 
 
As always please remember that the Salem PTA does not expect every family to participate 
in every fundraising event. We provide many opportunities for support throughout the year.  
This allows your family to participate in the fundraisers that best benefits your family.  If you 
have any questions, suggestions, comments, or concerns, please feel free to contact me at 
303-5295 or kellyjaynes@nc.rr.com. 
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Congratulations to 
December’s Volunteer of the Month 

Cathy Ketterer 
 

If you have been anywhere near the library this past month, you have undoubtedly run across 
Cathy Ketterer! She single-handedly organized the book fair this year and what a fantastic job 
she did!! The fair raised over $2500 for our PTA. To make that happen required hours and 
hours of work on her part. From set-up to clean-up, she was there: ordering, organizing, 
selling, tallying, not to mention, all of the behind the scenes work that only she knows about!  
 
Cathy’s love of books not only led her to volunteer for the book fair, but also to help out in the 
library in general. There she can be found shelving books, and helping students to find what 
they need. She also has been helping Coach Hager with fitness testing, and helps in her 
children’s classrooms. Her daughter is in 4th grade, and her son started Kindergarten this year.  
 
When not volunteering at our school, Cathy spends a lot of time helping at her church teaching 
Sunday school classes and Vacation Bible School. She also loves to shop….I bet books are on 
her shopping list! 
 
We thank you Cathy for all you do to keep our Salamanders reading!! 
 
 

Do you know of a special Salem volunteer? We like to highlight someone new each month. 
Send your recommendations to 

Karin DellaMaestra at dmaestra@mindspring.com 
 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 



 

 
The Skip-Its are coming, The Skip-Its are coming! 

 
You’ve seen those ropes turning and heard the music, yes it’s parade season again. The Salem 
Elementary Skip-Its, working hard under Coach Hagar and Coach Shaw, will be ready. In 
September they added 13 new students to the team, joining the 21 returning skippers from the 
previous season.  Look for them at the Apex Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 5th at 5:00pm 
and at the Cary Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec. 12th at 2:00pm. On Dec. 10th at 6:30pm, 
they will perform a show in the multi-purpose room following the Chorus and Recorder Choir 
concert.   
 
Congratulations also to Abby S., Justin F., Miranda C. and Morgan J. for making the Cary 
YMCA Super Skippers.  They join Ashlyn W. and many other former Skip-Its as members of 
the competition jump rope team.  They performed in the Raleigh Christmas parade on Nov.21st. 
 
Also, in other Skip-It news, Ashlyn W. and Kara S. traveled to Des Moines, Iowa this summer 
to compete in the AAU Junior Olympics. Ashlyn is a 5th grade Skip-it and member of the Cary 
YMCA Super Skippers and Kara is in 4th grade and a member of Tri-Force Jump Rope Team.  
Many hours of practice prepared them for the competition that included jumpers from all over 
the United States, Canada and Australia. Ashlyn brought home a bronze medal with her double 
dutch team including Yannet D. and Sapna R., both former Skip-Its.   
 
Come out and support our Salamanders at our local parades. We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Submitted by:  Dawn Worthington 
 
 
 
 
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
Thank you for making the fall book fair a success.  Due to your generosity we 
were able to give away 48 books to children who could not afford books, donate 
$375 worth of books to Salem and earned $2,500 for the PTA.  (That’s enough 

funds for field day or two grandparent breakfasts.)  I would like to give a special thanks to our 
27 volunteers who worked, in total, over 100 hours. 
 
Cathy Ketterer – Book Fair Coordinator
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Odyssey of the Mind is off to a great start again this year.  For the 2009-2010 OM season we have a total of 7 
teams that will be representing Salem Elementary at the Regional Competition in March 2010 – Two (2) 
Primary Teams (K thru 2nd graders) and Five (5) Division 1 Teams (3rd to 5th graders).  All together we have 47 
Salamanders in the OM Program this year and 12 coaches.  We are now looking for volunteers to judge in the 
Regional Competition on March 6th – teachers, parents, friends, coworkers, older siblings – if you are 18 or 
older, you can be an OM judge!  If you can fulfill a much needed judges spot, please contact Naomi 
Profesorsky via email at Naomi.p@gregpoole.com or give her a call at 919-345-9778. 
 
Each year, we have a team that is made up of a seasoned group of 5th grader OM’ers.  In celebration of their 
continued commitment to Odyssey of the Mind (OM), this year, the Wing Team, was chosen to be members of 
the Annual OM T-Shirt Design Team.  The Wing Team is working on the Column Structure/Balsa Wood 
Problem for their Long Term Solution.  This team of 5th graders (and one sibling 3rd grader) was very excited 
to have the opportunity to design the Annual T-Shirt representing Salem Elementary at Competition.  This 
Team consists of James, Reese, Hannah, Mridu, Skye, Brent and Alex.  It is Coached by Christy and Jeff Wing. 
 
In true OM spirit, this group collaborated to determine the front and back designs, text styles, fabric and ink 
colors and type of screening for the T-Shirts and still kept us within budget!  They worked so well together, that 
the design was completed in record time!  Take a look at the final product….  
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If you know of any businesses that are interested in sponsoring an ad in our newsletter, 
please contact Kristy Long at salemnewsletter@yahoo.com. 

 
 
 

* YOUR AD  
COULD BE HERE!*

SALEM SPONSORS 
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Thank you to everyone who already has their reward cards linked our participating stores.   
This is a way for our school to earn money and reward points just by spending money in stores and buying products which 
we would normally buy during our regular grocery visits.   Below is a list of the programs we participate in throughout the 
school year.  
  
 

 
 
 
A terrific way to raise funds for our school! A Great Big Thanks goes out to those who are already doing their part to 
make a great school even better.  To date, we have 51 redcards linked. We have also accumulated $450.95 towards our 
next reward payout.  
 

·  Find out how much money our school has already received at target.com/tcoe.  
·  If you are already linked, you need not link again this school year.   

 

 
 
Food Lion’s Shop & Share is another easy way for Salem Elementary to raise money to support our school. Each time 
you shop at Food Lion and use your MVP card, a portion of your total grocery purchase will be donated to the school.  So 
please remember to link your MVP card with Salem Elementary.  You can go online to foodlion.com and choose lion 
shop and share to link your card. 
 
�

 
 
We currently have 242 cards linked to date.  We have 108 more cards to link to meet our goal of linking 350 cards this 
school year.   Please return your form that you received at the beginning of the school year or simply give our school code 
(4114) at check-out at any Harris Teeter store.   
 
So far we have accumulated $417.19 so it adds up quickly.  Feel free to have friends and family link up to our school as 
well.   
 
Thank you for support and remember to link your VIC card to our school! 
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FALL HARVEST  
 
Our fall harvest came to an end on Friday, November 13th.  A very special thank you goes out to Jennifer 
Kennedy for helping make the Fall Harvest a big success.  I also want to thank Sue Passer and Camilla 
Cedergrund for helping to sort and deliver the items as well.  We collected 404 pounds of food and non-food 
items which have been delivered to Western Wake Crisis Ministries and Ronald McDonald House.   Thank you 
to all who donated to help those which are truly in need during this holiday season.  These organizations cannot 
thank us enough for all that we have done to support them! 
 
Cheryl Boss 
Service Projects 
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Campbell’s Corner 

 
Congratulations to Mr. Pollino’s class for being our Golden Can Trophy winner for November!  They were 
tracked out at press time, but will see their soup-eating smiles in the next newsletter.  Classes who will receive a 
“Soup-er Slurper” certificate and name posted on the Campbell’s poster in the Town Hall Meeting area are: 
        Mrs. Gray-1st grade 
        Mrs. Love-2nd grade 
        Ms. Malone-3rd grade 
 
As you make your delicious holiday dinners, be sure to clip those UPC Symbols from the labels of such holiday 
ingredients as Cream of Mushroom soup and Swanson chicken broth.  Happy eating and thanks for all your 
submissions so far this year! 
 
Rozanne Todd and Kelly Kunkel, Campbell’s Labels Co-Chairs 



 

 

 
 

Happy Holidays to the Military 
From Mrs. Gray’s Fifth Grade Class!! 

 
 

 

This year as a holiday gift to Mrs. Gray, her class collected items for a 
care package to be sent overseas. All kinds of yummy goodies were sent 
in…treats that our hard working military do not have access to while in 
the Middle East. The package will be sent to a National Guardsman in 
Afghanistan to share with his unit, just in time to brighten their holidays! 
 
 

 
 



 



 

  

  
 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER  

 

Thursday January 14th Tracks 1 & 3 ���������	�  

Thursday January 28th  Tracks 2 & 4 ���������	�  
   
   
   
   

 

If you are interested in sponsoring our Salem Elementary PTA newsletter, please contact Kristy Long at SalemNewsletter@yahoo.com 
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